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Homosexuality – A Christian Evaluation & Response
I. Introduction
A. The unthinkable of the last generation has now become the thinkable!

B. Increasingly, homosexuality is viewed as normal and acceptable.

C. In Singapore, homosexuality is still legally considered a crime but, someday, that might change.
II. Foundation for Ethics
A. Will we yield to the Bible as our highest standard and authority or will we yield to modern scholarship, personal experience, natural reason, public opinion or some other standard? 
B. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 teaches us that all scripture is inerrant, infallible and thus absolutely authoritative, and that it is sufficient for all areas of life.
C. Homosexuality is fundamentally an ethical rather than scientific issue. 
D. Four very important points to note in establishing a foundation for ethics:
1. God’s authority over man

2. God’s revelation to man in His word

3. God’s immutable nature

4. God’s sovereignty over all things

E. Without God’s clear and infallible Word, Christianity has nothing to contribute to this issue of homosexuality. If we will not proclaim what the Bible teaches on this subject, then all we have to say on it will be mere opinion among many other opinions, and will deserve no special hearing.

F. We cannot lay aside our distinctively Christian perspectives on this.
G. We cannot be neutral because:
1. We will be unfaithful to Christ our Lord (2 Cor 10:4-5)

2. The world is not neutral (Eph 4:17-21) 
III. Homosexuality & Modern Science
A. One of the cornerstones of the gay movement is that gays are born that way. They can’t help it and are only living out who they really are.

B. Various scientific theories as to the cause of homosexuality have been advanced, e.g. genetic, hormonal, environmental.

C. Before discussing some of these theories, I’ll like to say two things about science, particularly as it relates to truth and morality.
1. Science is based on empiricism and can never arrive at universal, unchangeable and absolute truth. Scientific theories can never be absolute and stand in need of constant revision. The history of science has shown that scientists have often accepted what was later thought to be false.

2. Science can never be used as the basis for ethics. It may be able to tell us how things are, but it can never tell us how things ought to be. And ethics is concerned with the latter.
D. Because of these two reasons, all scientific discoveries are strictly irrelevant to altering our moral evaluation of homosexuality.

E. The question of the causes of homosexuality is hotly debated in research circles and it is not true that scientists are unanimous on this issue.
F. Some have suggested that the cause is genetic and thus those with this “gay” gene cannot be held responsible. Two things may be said. 
1. Research in this area has not been conclusive or convincing.

2. But even if there were a genetic link, it does not do away with responsibility. We cannot use our genetic makeup as an excuse. Unlike animals, God has made man a moral creature, ethically responsible for all his actions. Furthermore, the Bible defines sin as the transgression of the law of God. One’s inability to keep God’s law, due to the fall, does not make him less responsible.     
G. Another suggested cause is imbalance in the sex hormones. However, there is no evidence that treating male homosexuals with male hormones significantly alters sexual preference. This implies that sexual preference is not an orientation fixed from the outset by genetic or hormonal factors.
H. Yet another suggested cause is family psychopathology. There is some evidence to suggest that the combination of a domineering mother and a father who is detached or hostile can contribute to this condition. However, it should be noted that evidence does not appear to indicate that such a combination of factors is either a necessary or a sufficient condition for later homosexual behaviour. 

I. We must realise that homosexuality is but one of many sinful distortions that result from fallen human nature interacting in a fallen environment. It is but one of the many ways in which man’s depravity is manifested.
J. While environmental, biological, psychological and other factors may greatly influence a person, ultimately, whether a person becomes a homosexual or not is a personal choice, for which he is responsible.  
 
IV. Our Response as individuals
A. We must be very clear in our minds about what the Bible teaches on this issue and why we reject it or else we will be swept away by the world’s perspectives and ideas. 

1. Our only sufficient basis for opposing homosexuality is that the Word of God opposes it. 

2. There are people who once opposed it for insufficient reasons and later changed their minds: some examples.
B. As parents, we must not fail to instruct our children and train them to think biblically in all areas of life, particularly on this issue or they will be easily deceived and persuaded otherwise by the world.
C. Where appropriate, we must not be reluctant or ashamed to make our views known to those we come into contact with. 

1. A topic like homosexuality could provide opportunities for discussing broader topics like ethics, science, religion and ultimately an entire philosophy of life that is based on the Word of God, and such discussions could develop further into evangelistic opportunities. 

2. Christ calls us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world and this is one area in which we can certainly do so. 
3. This is not a time for Christians to be silent or despairing, oblivious and inactive. Rather, we are to let the light of the world shine through us, scattering the sinful darkness. 
D. But we must not adopt a holier-than-thou attitude or be unkind towards homosexuals and those sympathetic to it. Instead, we should seek to bring them to God’s word and to the hope of salvation and deliverance in Christ alone. Remember that while homosexuality is indeed a terrible sin, it is not unpardonable. (1 Cor 6:9-11)
V. Our Response as a Church
A. As the pillar and ground of the truth, the church has the responsibility of defending and declaring what God’s word says on this issue. It must not yield to the pressures of the world to tone down its message or to keep silent about it altogether.
B. The church must preach the gospel as the power of God unto salvation. It must hold out to all sinners, including homosexuals, the good news as the only basis of forgiveness before God and of a transformed life. 

C. The church must exercise proper church discipline in this matter. While it invites all to come and hear the gospel, it must exclude all who are unrepentant and impenitent from its membership.
D. The church must support and encourage those of its members who are struggling with this sin, especially newly converted homosexuals. The temptation will not necessarily disappear easily and it may take a long while and it will certainly require pastoral counselling to overcome it.

E. The church must fervently and earnestly seek God’s grace in this matter. We live in desperate times – times of great moral declension in this world, and if God does not come to our aid, we will be crushed by the many wicked and subtle devices of Satan. (2 Chronicles 20) 
VI. Our Response as a Society
A. The important question we need to deal with here is whether homosexuality should be regarded as a crime or not. This would affect whether homosexuality is a civil and non-discrimination right.
B. An important distinction must be made between a sin and a crime. 
1. All crimes are sins but not all sins are crimes. A sin is any transgression of God’s law but a crime is a particular sin that requires a civil penalty.
2. The government does not deal with private sins, e.g. pride, covetousness, lust, but it has to deal with public offences, e.g. murder, rape, kidnapping, robbery.
3. Such a distinction is possible because we recognise that there is a realm of private morality that is apart from the public claims that the state enforces with civil sanctions. These two spheres cannot be strictly equated in this life without equating God and the state.

C. The Bible is our source of truth concerning morality and civil justice, and it teaches, both in the OT and NT, that homosexuality is a crime.

1. It is a perversion of God’s original plan for mankind. 
2. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of it.

3. God’s law (Leviticus 18 and 20) forbids it and prescribes the death penalty for it.
4. 1 Kings 14:24 teaches that it is an abomination in God’s sight not only when practised among the Israelites but also among the heathen nations as well.

5. Romans 1:32 and 2:14-15 teaches that all men, whether Jew or Gentile, have the law of God written in their hearts and they which practice such abominable deeds as homosexuality know that they are worthy of death.

6. In 1 Tim 1:8-10, we learn that one of the purposes of God’s law is to restrain public immorality and crime, and homosexuality is explicitly mentioned as one of them, together with murder, kidnapping and perjury.

D. It is clear that the Bible presents homosexuality as a crime, and thus the state should likewise regard it as a crime and punish it accordingly. And if homosexuality is a crime, then it cannot be thought of as a civil right in any sense, and society is not obliged to treat homosexuals in a non-discriminatory way. 

E. Dr Bahnsen wrote, “God has infallibly decreed that the prohibition on homosexual relations is one standard and limit on human activity that is to be recognised in the social order and enforced by the state, thereby guarding the creation ordinance of heterosexual marriage.”
VII. Conclusion
A. Homosexuality is primarily an ethical issue and our only firm foundation in the area of ethics and morality is the revealed Word of God. 

B. Modern science cannot provide absolute truth and cannot be used to instruct us on how we ought to live our lives. While science may provide interesting and even useful insights on homosexuality, it is strictly irrelevant to altering our moral evaluation of it.
C. We have a duty to respond to it as individuals, churches and as a society.

D. Douglas Wilson wrote, “Modern Christians are finding themselves increasingly surrounded by a sodomite culture. This has happened, in part, because we have not studied what the Bible teaches, or having studied it, are not willing to accept it. Whether we are considering the problem of sodomy on a personal level, or on a civil level, we will not come to sexual wisdom until we come to realise that God hates all homosexual practice, and that the fear of the Lord is to hate what He hates. Compassion for the sodomite, and a willingness to present the gospel to him, is not inconsistent with a true hatred for the perversion.”
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